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ANNUAL REPORT 
O F T H E 
T O W N O F O X F O R D . 
l 8 8 4 
ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
SELECTMEN, 
Treasurer & Supervisor of Schools, 
O F T H E 
TOWN OF OXFORD, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 15th, 
N O R W A Y : 
O x f o r d C o u n t y A d v e r t i s e r Job Press. 
1884. 
( 6 ) 
T O W N O F F I C E R S B I L L S , 1882. 
Wtn. N. Thomas services as Selectman, $12 00 
C. S. Hayes " " 9 00 
W. II . COY, " " 6 00 
Seth H . Faunce , Constable, 3 00 
" Collector, 50 00 
W . E. Holmes services as Supervisor, 3 75 
T O W N O F F I C E R S BILLS , 1883, 
Thomas Baker services as Clerk, $1 75 
Geo. E. I lawkes " " Treasurer , 20 00 
Win, N. Thomas services as Selectman, 46 75 
Cvrus S. Haves, " " 46 85 
Henry W. Coy, " " 28 25 
W m . M. Brooks, supervisor, 91 24 
Seth H. Faunce, Collector, 125 00 
1 75 
$359 84 
R E S O U R C E S F O R T H E Y E A R 1883. 
Total assessment, $9,742 44 
State tax. $1,937 00 
County tax, 531 57 
For schools, 1,500 00 
Freeland Holmes l ibrary, 50 00 
Discount allowed Collector, 290 06 
Abatements , 26 73 
4,335 36 
Available taxes, $5,407 08 
R E C E I P T S O U T S I D E O F T A X A T I O N . 
Town of Woodstock, suppor t of Dennet t 
Cotton family, $16 54 
Mousum Mfg. Co. for wood, 194 18 
" " " " highway tax, 1883, 37 90 
Lumber sold f rom Welchville Bridge, 21 88 
Cattle sold f rom fa rm. 207 50 
Bottles sold by Sheriff, 25 
Denison Paper Mfg. Co. for wood, 108 04 
Robinson Mfg. Co. balance on highway, 107 77 
Town of Buckfield for support of Mary S. 
Churchil l , 4 00 
$698 06 
Available net resources for 1883, $6,105 14 
( 7 ) 
P A I D O U T F O R T H E Y E A R 1883. 
Poor off fa rm, $123 28 
Poor on f a rm , 495 76 
Repai rs on h ighways and bridges, 256 24 
Cost of iron br idge complete, 1,441 90 
Balance town officers bills 1882, 83 75 
T o w n officers bills 1883, 359 84 
Outs tand ing bonds taken up, 1,050 00 
Interest on debt , 602 80 
Outs tand ing orders taken up, 5,933 60 
L I A B I L I T I E S . 
Outs tanding bonds, $10,050 00 
Accrued interest on bonds, 110 00 
Outs tand ing orders , 634 71 
Due school districts, 811 89 
$10,347 17 
Total , $11,606 60 
R E S O U R C E S . 
Due f rom Seth II. Faunce , Collector, $4,799 16 
Unpaid non-resident taxes turned in and 
titles, 522 69 
Town of Minot, or Tu rne r , 17 50 
Cash in Treasury Feb. 15, 1884, 2,108 54 
$7,447 89 
Deb t above resources, $4,158 71 
Debt in 1883, 6.890 54 
Paid on debt , $2,731 83 
T R E A S U R E R ' S ACCOUNT. 
G E O R G E E . H A W K E S , D R . 
To Cash in Treasury February 15th, 1883, $1,400 74 
Rec'd f rom Seth H. Faunce, Coll., 5,715 25 
" " Non-resident taxes turned and 
paid, 28 66 
« « Town of Woodstock, 16 54 
" " Mousum Mfg. Co. for wood, 194 18 
" " Old bridge plank, 142 
" " State Free High School, 250 00 
« " Old Bridge Timber , 10 00 
" " Boards, 7 46 
« " Joseph Robinson for tax deed, 30 13 
" " Stock sold f rom farm, 207 50 
" " Bottles sold by Sheriff, 25 
( 8 ) 
Rec'd f rom State mill tax and school fund , 
years 1881 and 1883, 1,681 08 
" " Mousuin Mfg. Co. h ighway tax, 
year 1883, 37 90 
" " Deuison Mfg. for wood, 108 0-4 
" " The Robinson Mfg. Co. balance 
highway tax, year 1883, 107 77 
" " The town of Buckfleld, 4 00 
" " O. B. Coy for bridge boards, 3 00 
" " Rosco Brown, Coll. year 1881, 14 21 
$9,818 13 
CONTRA, CR. 
By cash paid out per vouchers, examined, $7,586 40 
Unpaid non-resident taxes turned in, 123 19 
Cash in Treasury Feb . 15, 1884, 2,108 54 
$9,818 13 
We have this day examined the accounts of Geo. E . I lawkes , 
Treasurer , and And the same correct as above set for th. 
WM. N. T H O M A S , ) Selectmen 
C Y R U S S. H A Y E S , > of 
H E N R Y V\r. COY. ) Oxford. 
Oxford , Feb. 15, 1884. 
Mr. Charles A. Records and wife have been hired another 
year for the same salary as paid last to superintend the fa rm. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
WM. II. T H O M A S , ) Selectmen 
C Y R U S S. H A Y E S , S of 
H E N R Y W. COY, ) Oxford. 
L I S T O F T O W N O R D E R S D R A W N 
Fitoai FEB. 15, 1883 TO FEB. 15, 1884. 
No. of Orders , Old Series: 
179, Cvrus Brown boarding teacher, Dist. No. 10, 
180, R'. S. Rounds teaching school, " " " 
181, A . T. Stone supplies furnished Dist. No. 12, 
182, M. G. Webber breaking roads Dist . No. 3, 
183, Hi ram Gilbert care of town house for 1882, 
18-t. Town of New Gloucester, Morey family, 
185, F. C. Merrill repairs on plows for 1882, 
186, C. S. Hayes cash paid A. G. Hinds keeping t ramps 
187, Alber t Witham labor on highway, 
188, Samuel Dudley wood furnished Dist . No . 10, 
189, W. W. Denning removing s tump fence, 
190, W. H. Thomas balance for services as Select-
$39 00 
100 00 
1 28 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00 
2 75 
1 25 
8 00 
9 50 
5 00 
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man for 1882, 12 00 
191, C. 8. Haves balance for services as Select-
man ' fo r 1882, 9 00 
192, S. B. Ycaton break ing roads, Dist. No. 7, 5 00 
193, C. E . Haskell teaching school " 1, 2151 
194, David El. Millett supplies furnished sch. Dist. No. 1, 11 40 
New Series: 
1, Geo. H. Wa tk in s advert is ing non-resident taxes 
for 1881, 9 00 
2, Geo. H. Waik ins pr int ing town reports , 24 00 
3, S. II . Faunce services as constable, 3 00 
4, S. E . Ripley teaching school, Dist . No. 6, 31 50 
5, Bliss C. Ames care of school house Dist. No. 10, 4 00 
6, W. E . Holmes services as Supervisor for 1882, 3 75 
7, Belle a Boynton teaching school Dist. No. 8, 70 00 
8, Abne r Thayer boarding- teacher and wood 
furn ished Distr ict No. 10, 34 83 
9, C. P. Fuller insurance and supplies, Dist. No. 2, 16 29 
10, State Reform School, H. C. Whitehouse, 13 00 
31, Mark P . Webber breaking roads, Dist. No. 3, 15 50 
12, B. M. P r a t t teaching school, Dist . No. 2, 70 00 
13, H. S. Reckords labor on farm, 7 50 
14, A lbe r t Wi tham boarding teacher, Dist. No. 8, 24 50 
15, H. W. Ooy, saw bill and carting lumber for 
Welchvil le bridge, " 10 50 
16, II. W. Coy balance due as services as Select-
man and cash paid out, 6 00 
17, R . C. Thomas boarding teacher, Dist. No. 6, 10 50 
18, M. W. Bracket t breaking roads, " " 3, 6 36 
19, Geo. J . P a r r o t t wood and supplies. Dist. No. 3, 46 25 
20, R . Gilber t repairs and supplies, ' " " 10, 14 25 
21, K i n g I ron Br idge Mfg. for bridge, 1,353 20 
22, Thomas Baker supplies for Louis Strout , 2 55 
23, F . I I . Tilton medical at tendance, Mrs. Geo. 
Hamlin , 3 75 
24, Eben J . Pot t le breaking roads, 12 00 
25, C. S. Hayes, cash paid J . McDonald for tree 
for Har r i s bridge, 2 00 
26, C. S. Hayes five hundred and eighty ft . plank 
for bridge, 7 02 
27, C. S. Hayes car t ing lumber for Welchville 
br idge, 4 50 
28, S. S. Bill ings insurance and repairs on 
school house, Dist. No. 4, 8 00 
29, F . L. Wi lson , wood furnished Dist. No. 5, 10 50 
30, Morr is Clark lumber for Welchville bridge, 17 78 
31, J . M. Abbot t labor on " " 5 00 
32, O. B. Cov stone and labor on Welchville bridge, 13 00 
33, Abner Thayer " " " 8 00 
34, Samuel Dudley " " " 2 00 
35, H. W. Coy labor and cash paid out on 
Welchville bridge, 13 90 
( 1 2 ) 
130, •' ' ' wood and supplies for school 
dist. No. 10, 13 28 
131, Win. F. Caldwell supplies for school dist. No. 6, 1 41 
132, M. W . Coy expense of taking Cyrus Staples 
to Augus ta , 15 65 
133, Thomas Baker supplies furnished town fa rm, 8 47 
134, Mrs. Cvrus N. Staples care of Cvrus Staples 
from Nov. 12 to J an . 29 1883, 22 00 
135, K ing & Holmes supplies furnished fa rm, 88 22 
136, Geo. E. Hawkes stationery and cash paid out, 3 78 
137, " abatement on non-residents 
taxes for 1881, 14 17 
188, Rosco Brown abatement on taxes 1881, 14 21 
139, Charles A. Reckords labor on fa rm, 250 00 
140, " " cash paid for supplies 
for fa rm, 32 27 
141, C. S. Haves cash paid out, 6 06 
142, W m . N. Thomas to Buckfleld, 2 00 
143, " " cash paid out for postage, etc., 2 73 
144, W m . N. Thomas services as selectman, 46 75 
145, C. S. Hayes " " 46 85 
146, II. W . Coy " " 28 25 
S - u - p e r T r i s o r ' s R E P O R T . 
DISTRICT N o . 1. Miss Minnie A. Davy taught the summer 
school, and though young succeeded quite well in maintaining 
discipline and in s t imula t ing her pupils to improvment . 
The winter school, now in session, is under the charge of Miss 
Ann ie S. P a r k e r , an experienced and successful teacher, who is 
g iving the school a thorough and systematic course of instruc-
tion. The school is o rder ly , a t tent ive to their lessons, and is 
doing good work . 
DISTRICT No . 2. S u m m e r t e r m ; Miss Mabel Davis, t e a c h A 
The school prospered well under her instruct ions, and the schol-
ars made commendable progress in their lessons. 
Winter t e r m ; Miss Alice M . K i n g , an experienced instructor , 
taught the win te r school. At the beginning of the term I found 
the school in a promis ing condition by her management , and 
thought the school would be at tended with good results. Un-
for tunate ly for all concerned, the teacher was prevented by sick-
ness from finishing the ent i re t e r m ; consequently I was unable 
to give the school an examinat ion near its close. 
DISTRICT No. 3. Primary Department. Miss E . E. Ell iot t 
taught this school the three terms of the yea r :—summer , fall , 
winter . At the different examinat ions held in this school du r ing 
the year I noted good work had been done by the scholars and 
teacher, whose labors would have been more profi table to the 
term if there had not been so many cases of ta rd iness : for which 
I fear some of the parents are blainable in al lowing excuses for 
trifles merely . The teacher incured the respect, quite largely, 
of her scholars and labored hard for the welfare of the school. 
Intermediate Department. Summer t e r m ; Miss E. P. L a r y , 
teacher. I would say the results obtained by the scholars this 
te rm were hardly sat isfactory to m e ; yet I thought those punct-
ual and regular in a t tendance at school made fair progress in 
their s tudies. Tier discipline, perhaps , was too lenient ; in some 
o ther school her labors , I presume, would be crowned with be t -
ter results. Tard iness and dismissals were detr imental to the 
best interests of the school; for which evils, I conclude, some of 
the parents in this distr ict are largely b lameworthy. 
Miss Ella Haskell , fo rmer ly of Bates College, an experienced 
and pract ical teacher , had the care of the fall term of this de-
par tment . Good o rde r and thoroughness of class drill were 
marked character is t ics of this school". Results as shown at the 
examina t ion ; t,he scholars made rapid improvement and could 
not only talk book bu t ideas quite largely. The winter school 
now in successful operat ion, is t augh t by Miss El la Haskell . I 
ant icipate good results f rom this t e rm ' s work . 
Grammer Department. S u m m e r t e r m ; Miss D ' A l b r a S. 
Y o u n g , teacher . Miss Y o u n g is emphatically a live teacher ; 
( 1 4 ) 
being ambitions and desirous of excelling, she inspires her pu-
pils with the same laudable ambition in prosecuting their studies. 
We were pleased to notice quite a delegation ot parents and 
other citizens interested in schools present at the examination of 
this and other depar tments of the schools. We regret ted that 
Miss Young decided to resign the position as teacher of this de-
par tment . 
Fall term ; Miss Alice A . Webber , a teacher of experience, 
succeeded Miss Young as principal of rho school. Work ing and 
attentive scholars, good interest in reading and spelling, supple-
mentary reading, practical test questions in studies pursued, 
grarnatical and arithmetical analysis, are among the good traits 
of this school. The fall examination showed the scholars had 
made good progress in their studies. Miss Webber is success-
f i A ' conducting the winter school; the school will be for tunate , 
n(f(loubt, in making this a successful term of school. 
DISTRICT No. 4. Summer t e r m ; Miss Ella Haskell taught 
the summer school of 8 weeks. For a short term much work 
was done, and the scholars made good improvement in their 
studies. The teacher drilled the scholars in English and Ar i th-
metical analysis, in those too frequent ly neglected branches, 
reading and spelling, and interested the little ones in recitations 
as well as the more advanced. 
Winter t e r m ; Mr. F . N. Barker , of the Universi ty of Vf . , 
taught the winter school. In school work , as the teacher, to a 
certain extent , is the school. I found this school a work ing 
school; scholars interested in their lessons, order ly and respect-
ful in their depor tment : that the more advanced classes ranked 
f rom 80 to 100 per cent in their test questions, given every two 
weeks; and English and Arithmetical analysis were impor tant 
factors in recitation. The examination exhibited the fact, the 
scholars had made good proficiency in their studies, and could 
give somewhat of the why and hoiv of the things studied. 
I would recommend the district to remove the old, dilapidated 
seats and desks in the school-room, and to replace them with 
modern school seats and desks. 
DISTRICT NO. 5. Summer t e r m ; Miss M. S. Hodgdon, teach-
er . It is difficult for a teacher to arouse the same interest in 
a school so amall as this was, as in a school of larger numbers ; 
yet I regard the teacher 's labors as successful. 
The winter school taught by Miss H. A. Johnson was larger 
than the summer school. The teacher secured the respect and 
attention of her pupils, dril led them well in their reci tat ions; 
by reason of which management the school made satisfactory 
improvement . 
DISTRICT NO. 6. Summer term ; Miss Josie F . King, teacher. 
I heard no complaint concerning this school, and the examination 
showed the scholars had made fair improvement . 
Winter t e r m ; Miss Frankie P . Tut t le , teacher. This 
teacher came to us with good recommendations, and passed u 
satisfactory examination. At the beginning of the term I 
( 1 5 ) 
thought the indications gave promise of being a profitable one 
Near the middle of the term, being informed that unhappy dif-
ferences had arisen among the parents , relative to the merits of 
the school, [ gave the school a somewhat lengthv examination, 
and I thought that , though the discipline • and interest in the 
school had been injured by these unfor tunate dissentions, yet 
the scholars had made good advancement in their studies and liad 
passed a creditable examinat ion. Pacific means, looking to the 
welfare of the school, and the peace and reputation of the dis-
trict , were advised. At the last visit I made in this school, it 
appeared well disposed and attentive. 
DISTRICT N o . 7. Summer term ; Miss Evie G. P r a t t taught 
the summer school. Miss P r a t t ranks well as a teacher ; she 
gave the school a thorough course of instruction, making her 
school a success. Advancement good. 
Winter school, (now in session at this wri t ing) is under the 
charge of Miss Ber tha A. Phill ip, an experienced teacher. At 
the visits made in this school, I noticed the teacher had secured 
the confidence and respect of her pupils, good order and the at-
tention of her scholars : unmistakable elements of success in a 
school. I regard it a profitable t e r m ; a thorough and analyti-
cal course of instructions is given. 
DISTRICT NO. 8. Summer t e r m ; Miss A. B. Evere t t , teacher. 
Though a beginner in the ar t of teaching, I think the teacher 
succeeded well and the scholars made a stride forward in their 
lessons. 
Winter school, now in session, (at this wri t ing) is under the 
charge of Miss B. A . Boynton, an experienced and popular 
teacher, is prosper ing well by the successful management of the 
teacher. School is order ly , interested and doing thorough work. 
DISTRICT N o . 10. Summer t e rm; Miss Alice A. Webber, 
teacher. The teacher had many obstacles with which to con-
tend ; succeeded in reducing the noisy, chaotic and mixed state 
of things in this school, to a more rational s tandard . The ex-
amination exhibi ted the fact that a fo rward movement along the 
whole line of their studies had been made by the scholars. The 
teacher secured proper depor tment outside of the school house 
as well as inside. 
Fal l te rm was taught by Miss S. E . Dresser. This teacher 
labored hard for the school and enjoyed the respect of most of the 
scholars. There was one insubordinate scholar whose expul-
sion seemed to be a mat ter of urgent necessity; af ter which, the 
school moved on in its work more quietly and gave creditable 
results of improvement . 
The winter school, now in session, (at this wr i t ing) is under 
the management of Geo. W. Bates, an experienced teacher, who 
has the tact to secure order in school, the respect of his scholars, 
and to interest them in their lessons. I would recommend this 
distr ict to fit their school-room for a graded school or to build a 
new school house for that purpose. 
DISTRICT No. 11. Summer term ; Miss Mamie C. Jones . In 
( 1 3 ) 
this, her first a t tempt at teaching-, she succeeded wel l : and judg-
ing from the manner of the teacher's conducting the school, 
f rom the good advancement of the scholars, 1 would say I think 
she has a natural tact for teaching. 
Winter school was taught by Mr. F . B. Andrews, esq. A t 
the commencement of the term, I noticed the scholars and the 
teacher were interested in school work , and thought the school 
having an experienced teacher, it would be a success. The day 
appointed for examination, I was sick and unable to visit it at 
its close. From what I saw and learned i'i relation to the mer-
its of the school, I think the district were pleased with the re-
sults of the term. The teacher presented the school with some 
maps . 
DISTRICT No. 12. Summer t e r m ; Miss Alice M. King taught, 
the summer school. I t was orderly and the scholars did good 
work . 
The winter school was taught by Miss Annie S. Pa rke r with 
her usual success. The course of instruction was thorough and 
pract ical ; reading and spelling, the fundamental branches of an 
education, in common with other branches, received due atten-
tion. The school made excellent improvement . 
Dur ing the past year the town has been generally for tunate 
in securing the services of competant teachers, bv whose labors 
the schools are in a progressive and prosperous condition. 
Our free schools being an essential and fundamental element 
in our State and national governments , to br ing them, our pub-
lic schools, to a higher degree of excellence, is a matter of the 
greatest impor tance; by as much as we elevate the character 
and s tandard of our public schools, by so much we insure the 
safety of our liberties and the perpetuity of our republic . 
One of the most effective means by which to improve the 
character of our public schools and to equalize school burdens, 
is to abolish the school district system of schools and to adopt 
the town system of schools. 
Among the disadvantges of the school district system of 
schools, I will mention two : 
1st. Ungraded condition of the schools. In consequence of 
the mixed condition of the schools in the fa rming districts, wo 
find in most of the schools almost as m a n / c l a s s e s as scholars, 
requir ing the teacher to make frequent ly forty daily recitations, 
averaging from three to ten minutes each. How can a teacher, 
how can a school do desirable and satisfactory work in so brief 
a period of time for recitations? How can a teacher so arrange 
a p rog ramme of recitations that the order of recitations for one 
dav, in point of t ime, may become the order of recitations for 
subsequent days of the term. 
2d. Unequal distribution of school privileges. A man, hav-
ing S3000 in a neighborhood o f t e n scholars, pays the same tax 
as the man having 83000 in a neighborhood of fifty scholars. 
Should not the former enjoy equal school privilages with the 
la t te r? Practically, this equality docs not obtain. 
( 1 7 ) 
These fire some of Llie advantages claimed for the town sys-
tem of schools: 
"1s t . Equal school privileges. All the schools throughout the 
town being of the same length. 
2d. E q u a ' s c h o o l burdens . Poor districts or neighborhoods 
being obliged to bear only their equal share of the expense of 
bui lding and repair ing school houses. 
3d. Better school houses especially in the poorer districts. 
4th. Better teachers, selected more for fitness than because 
of cheapness or because of relationship. 
5th. Bet ter supervision, the committee becoming wholly re-
sponsible for the success of the schools, and natural ly giving 
them more care and at tention. 
6th. Economy in repairs and supplies. ' 
7th. No dis tr ic t quar re l s over building or locating school 
houses. 
8th. Gradua l consolidation of weak and small schools where 
practicable. 
9th. The convenience of g rad ing schools. 
10th. The securing of a uniformity of text books and teach-
ing th roughout town. 
11th. Because there is equity in it by dividing the expenses 
equally according to every man's ability to pay. 
12th. I t makes somebody responsible for the success or fail-
ure of the schools. 
13th. All places, towns, cities and States, having tested the 
town system of schools, are unanimously in its favor . " 
For these and other reasons which might be named, I respect-
fully and earnest ly recommend the town, by vote, to abolish 
the school distr ict system of schools and adopt the town system 
of schools. 
All of which is respectful ly submit ted. 
W M . M. B R O O K S , Supervisor. 
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